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SECTION VII 
 

REPORTS OF COUNCILS, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, COMMITTEES,  
AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 

 
THE COUNCIL ON FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
Recommendations to the 2022 Annual Conference 

  
Each and every disciple of Christ is called to be stewards of the blessings from God. 

On behalf of the Council on Finance and Administration, I want to thank all United 
Methodists in South Carolina for their generosity in 2021. We achieved a 91.67%    
collection rate on apportionments. We praise God for our churches and the way they 
responded during the ongoing pandemic. We celebrate the Orangeburg District for 
collecting the highest percentage at 98.03%. The largest percentage point increase 
was in the Florence District at 10.65%. 

The following pages outline the complete ministry funding plan for our South Carolina 
Annual Conference for calendar year 2023. The Council has sought to prepare this docu-
ment with deep prayer and faithful reflection. The Council is aware that the target is to 
have a budget at or around 15% of total Conference average net funds. We are happy to 
report that this percentage has been below the 15% target rate since 2020. 

The recommended budget for 2023 is reduced by $328,520 and is estimated to be 
13.7% of average net funds. The Council is happy to report that the General Church    
apportionments are lower than in 2022 by $293,011. 

We appreciate the service of Mrs. Elizabeth (Beth) Westbury and her gracious staff. I 
am also constantly grateful for the devoted work of every lay and clergy member of the 
Council on Finance and Administration. They attend, interact, debate and support the work 
of the Council in a most faithful and dependable manner.  

May God continue to bless and guide all the ministries of our beloved SC Annual 
Conference! 

The Reverend Mitch Houston, President, Council on Finance and Administration 
 

 
Report No. 1 

 

A. The compensation for the District Superintendents for the year 2023 will be set at 
$107,681, a 3% increase. (DS compensation for 2022 is $104,545 and for 2021 was 
$103,000.) In accordance with paragraphs 613.13 and 614.1a of the 2016 Book of 
Discipline, housing for each superintendent shall be provided in the form of a parsonage, 
funded by the respective district as provided in paragraph E below. 

B. The Council on Finance and Administration of the South Carolina Annual Conference, 
The United Methodist Church, hereby designates 15% ($16,152) of the district superin-
tendent’s salary for the year 2023 as allocated for parsonage utilities and maintenance 
(“utility exclusion”), not including expenses paid by the district. Any subsequent changes 
to the utilities exclusion that may be requested by an individual may be approved by the 
Treasurer on behalf of the Council on Finance and Administration. 

C. The District Administration Fund will be handled as follows: 
1) The item “Office Expense” in the District Administration Fund will be for the opera-

tion of the District Office to pay such items as secretary, postage, and supplies 
and will be set at $21,000 per district. 

2) Exceptions: Inasmuch as the Columbia District Office must be in The United 
Methodist Center, one-half of that office rent will be paid from the Conference 
Expense Fund. Inasmuch as the Columbia District superintendent is designated 
as the Cabinet secretary, one-half of the salary and benefits of the secretary in 
that office will be paid from the Conference Expense Fund. 

3) Travel (in and out-of-district) is set at $170,000 for the total of all districts, which 
includes $8,000 for the common lodging and meal expenses of retreats. This will 
be set at $13,500 per district or an allocated amount set by the Cabinet not to 
exceed a total of $162,000. District superintendents will be reimbursed for actual 
meal and hotel expenses (not per diem) when reasonable in amount and supported 
by a detailed receipt. In addition, insurance & pensions is expected to be approx-
imately $331,500 ($27,625 per district), and continuing education will be set at 
the amount recommended by the Commission on Equitable Compensation 
(currently at $750 per superintendent). 




