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LOVE NOTES 

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For 

with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”   

Luke 6:38 NIV 

Happy New Year! We have experienced weather which reminds us 

all of the seasons in just a few weeks. When we have hot, warm, 

cool, and cold days, all in one season, it gives us a perspective of 

changing times. The new year often leads us to consider making res-

olutions. A time when we reevaluate our focus for the year to come. 

I am reminded that everyday is an opportunity to evaluate the oppor-

tunities before us and to consider making the best decisions. 

In Luke 6:38 we hear Jesus teaching about giving. He  tells us that 

the same measure we use to give will be measured to us. I want to 

thank the laity and clergy of the Greenwood District for their faith-

fulness to God and commitment to paying apportionments to give so 

that others may be blessed through our missional giving. We thank 

God for all of you and celebrate the increased number of churches 

who have already paid 100% of their apportionments as well as 

those who have reported a significant increase over last year. I heard 

recently an old song that affirmed the passage in Luke 6:38, and 

many of you are experiencing the Word of God come to life. 
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2021 APPORTIONMENTS UPDATE 

As of January 5, 2022, here is where we stand in the Greenwood District regarding appor-
tionment payments: 

 55 churches have paid 100% of their 2021 apportionments.  
 2 churches have paid 75-99% of their 2021 apportionments. 
 10 churches have paid 50-74% of their 2021 apportionments. 
 5 churches have paid 25-49% of their 2021 apportionments. 
 2 churches have paid 1-24% of their 2021 apportionments. 
 2 churches have paid 0% of their 2021 apportionments. 
 
News from the Conference Treasurer’s Office: The last day for our churches to pay 2021 

apportionments is Friday, January 14, by 4:00 p.m. If a church is paying by Vanco 

(remember the Shelby portal no longer works) the payment must be initiated by 3:00 pm 

on Wednesday, January 12.  When initiating this payment, it is important that the church 

not put in an effective date later than the 14th. Wire transfers can be initiated and re-

ceived on the same day so the deadline to send a wire payment is the 14th by 2:00 pm. 

 

Please do not send any 2022 apportionment payments until after January 20, 2022. 

 I heard a song recently that I heard often as a child:  

“Give, give, give, give it in Jesus’ name.”  

The verses would include words “Love, love, love, love in Jesus name; Serve, serve, serve, in 

Jesus’ and the Lord will give it back to you.” Although this was sung during the offering, the 

message is that the Lord will honor and take care of the giver, when gifts are given in Jesus’ 

name. As we embrace this new year full of opportunity may we be even more willing to em-

brace the ministry of giving. Giving of our time, our talents, our gifts, and our service, may we 

give it all in Jesus’ name. Sometimes the verses would end with “and the Lord will bless you 

real good.” 

So, remember, “give and it will be given to you.” 

Grace and peace, 

Rev. Dr. Stephen L. Love 

LOVE NOTES              (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 
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Attention all pastors and church financial officers! 

This is a reminder that your pastor is to receive a 

W-2 by January 31, 2022. If you are unsure of 

how to complete that W-2, check out the infor-

mation provided by the Conference Treasurer on 

completing a W-2. You will need a copy of your 

pastor’s completed 2021 Ministerial Support 

Form.  

More information is available on the  Conference Treasurer’s webpage. 

PREPARING W-2 FOR PASTORS 

January 8: Robby Lybrand 

January 13: Graham Bennett 

January 18: Lynda Counts (Jimmy) 

  Laura Barnett (Ben) 

January 20: Cheryl Remchuk 

January 22: Durand Hall 

January 23: Chris Richardson (Amanda) 

January 27: Karen Hightower (William) 

January  1: Jesse and Mimi Rogers 

January 24: Dick and Ann Goldie 

https://www.umcsc.org/help-for-churches-filing-w-2-forms-2021/
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COVID-19 GUIDANCE UPDATED DUE TO OMICRON 

In response to the emergence of the highly contagious 
Omicron variant, Bishop Holston and leaders of the South 
Carolina Conference have updated the COVID-19 Best Prac-
tices. Local churches are strongly encouraged to review 
their current practices to ensure the health and safety of 
all.   
 

Recommendation highlights include: 
 All eligible persons, anyone age 5 and older, are strongly encouraged to be vaccinated and 

to receive a booster shot as soon as possible. 
 Everyone should wear masks at all times when indoors. This includes choirs and those 

waiting to receive communion. 
 Everyone should  practice social distancing when indoors, including those waiting to re-

ceive communion. 
 Local churches should hold events outdoors, including drive-up worship services, whenev-

er possible. Outdoors is always safer. 
 Remember persons 65 and older and those with weakened immune systems due to health 

conditions are more susceptible to COVID-19, even when vaccinated. 
 
Local churches are strongly urged to continue to follow the latest guidance from the State De-
partment of Health and Environmental Control as decisions are made to ensure the health and 
safety of their members, visitors, and the community at large. 

Recommendations for mitigation if someone tests positive for COVID-19. 

Vaccine locator through DHEC 

Check out this article about the type of mask that is most effective against Delta and Omi-
cron. 

2022 IRS MILEAGE RATES 

Beginning Jan. 1, the standard mileage rates for the use of a car, van, pickup or panel truck are: 

 58.5 cents per mile driven for business use (up 2.5 cents from 2021) 

 18 cents per mile driven for medical or moving purposes (up 2 cents from 2021) 

 14 cents per mile driven in service of charitable organizations (no change) 

 
Pastors, it is recommended that you share this rate increase with your financial secretary, 
treasurer, or whoever handles checks at your church, since this will affect your mileage reim-
bursement requests. 
 

https://scdhec.gov/news-releases/dhec-confirms-first-three-cases-omicron-variant-south-carolina-vaccines-masks
https://www.umcsc.org/bestpractices/
https://www.umcsc.org/wp-content/uploads/RRR-Best-Practices-Responding-After-Attendee-Reports-Positive-COVID-Test-8-16-2021.pdf
https://vaxlocator.dhec.sc.gov/
https://www.wired.com/story/best-disposable-face-masks-n95-kn95-kf94-surgical/#doesomicronchangemask
https://www.wired.com/story/best-disposable-face-masks-n95-kn95-kf94-surgical/#doesomicronchangemask
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Registration is now open for the virtual session or for the in-person session. The in-person ses-

sion will be at Journey UMC, 1151 Longreen Parkway, Columbia, SC 29229. 

POSTAGE RATES TO INCREASE IN 2022 

Effective, Sunday, January 9, postage rate changed. First Class Mail letters, large envelopes, and 

postcards will continue at the 2021 rate until July 2022 when rates will increase. These rate changes 

will affect your 2022 budget line item for postage so plan ahead. Full details about these postage 

rate changes are available online.  

https://journeycolumbia.elvanto.net/form/69c05cdc-f08f-4fd8-aab5-b80992ef206d
https://blog.stamps.com/2021/12/16/details-of-the-2022-usps-postage-rate-increase/
https://blog.stamps.com/2021/12/16/details-of-the-2022-usps-postage-rate-increase/


The Worship Planning Calendar for 2022 is now available on the Conference webpage. 

On this page you will find links to The Book of Worship, the 2022 Lectionary (in printable 

form), and the UMC Lectionary Planner. You will also find links to SCUMC resources such as 

the Conference calendar and UMCSC directories.  
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Developing Leaders: Clergy, Lay, and Lay-Clergy Partnerships 

Engaging Our Communities:  

 Resources Needed to Reach the Community 

 Building Relationships 

 Ministry Connects 

Connecting With and Growing Disciples 

 Knowing the Stages of Discipleship Development 

 Developmental Tasks 

Measuring & Evaluating Current Realities & Missional Possibilities 

 Who are we? 

 Who is our neighbor? 

 What are we here for? 

 What are we going to do about it? 

Read the full details for each priority online: https://www.umcsc.org/4p/ 

https://www.umcsc.org/plan/
https://www.umcsc.org/4p/


7 

2022 BISHOP’S SCHOOL OF MINISTRY 

February 15-17, 2022 

Sheraton, Myrtle Beach or Online 

HOTEL REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS JANUARY 14 

EVENT REGISTRATION DEADLINES: 

February 3 for in-person 

February 11 for online attendance 

1.5 CEUs for full conference attendance and 1 CEU for Safe Sanctuaries/Sexual Ethics will be 

awarded at the completion of the school. 

Full details, including registration link, the daily schedule, and the presenters, are on the Con-

ference web page. 

Hotel Reservations: Sheraton Myrtle Beach, 2101 North Oak St., Myrtle Beach, SC 29677 

https://www.umcsc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022-Bishops-School-of-Ministry-flyer-final.pdf
https://www.umcsc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022-Bishops-School-of-Ministry-flyer-final.pdf
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1635864988418&key=GRP&app=resvlink
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2021 STATISTICAL TABLES (TABLES I, II, III) 

The new year has begun but we are not quite finished with 2021. 

Now is the time to begin thinking about, and planning for, entering 

your statistical data in Tables I, II, and III through EZRA. 

Some new questions have been added to the questionnaire relative 

to your 2021 facts and figures.  

Printed below is a list of new information being requested in the 2021 Tables: 

1. Number of persons who worship online (Please only include here those persons who are ac-

tually online DURING your live worship service. This does not mean those views your service 

gets during the week. EX: You may have 50 people actually online during your live service but 

your have 378 views during the week. Only those 50 should be reported in this question, #7a. 

To report otherwise is to over-inflate your average weekly attendance.) 

2. Number of Non-Binary members 

3. Question 16 asks for the number of ongoing small groups, support groups, or classes offered 

(other than Sunday School). Be sure to include here any ongoing classes or groups that meet 

via ZOOM or other online gatherings places such a Google Meet. 

4. Question 17 asks for the number of support groups or small groups offered for a short term 

only. Be sure to include here any group offerings through ZOOM, Google Meet, or other 

online gathering options. 

5. Number of UMVIM teams sent from this local church 

6. Number of persons sent out on UMVIM teams from this local church 

7. Total Number of community ministries for outreach, justice, and mercy offered by this local 

church 

8. Of the ministries counted in question 7 above, how many focus on global/regional health? 

9. Of the ministries counted in question 7 above, how many focus on engaging in ministry with 

the poor/socially marginalized? 

10. Number of persons from your congregation serving in mission/community ministries. 

11. Number of persons served by community ministries for outreach, justice, and mercy 

We hope that sharing these questions will help you and your church leaders be better prepared 

to answer the questions in your 2021 Statistical Tables. 

If you would like a blank copy of this report, contact Martha in the district office 

(gwdist@umcsc.org). She will be glad to email the blank form to you. 

mailto:gwdist@umcsc.org?subject=Statistical%20Tables
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2022 DISTRICT LEADERSHIP TRAINING EVENT 

Mark your calendars now and alert your church leaders and 

committee members about the annual district leadership train-

ing event. This year we will gather on Sunday, February 13, 2:00 

p.m.—5:00 p.m., at the Rivers St. campus of St. Mark in Green-

wood for this yearly event. (This will give you time to get home 

for the Super Bowl Kick-Off at 6:30 p.m.!) The current plan is to 

meet in person; however, that may change to ZOOM training 

sessions depending on the COVID infection rate.  

Topics include but are not limited to PPRC training, the FOUR 

Priorities of the SC Conference, information from the Conference Treasurer’s Office, and 

technology in churches creating an online presence and worship experience. More details, 

including the full list of sessions and presenters, and registration information will be coming 

in the near future.  

We will be requesting registration to ensure that, if we meet in-person, we will assign 

rooms to accommodate the number of expected participants for each session. Registration 

information will also give us contact information for expected participants in case we have 

last minutes change or updates to share. There is NO registration fee! 

2022 SOUTH CAROLINA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

June 5-8, 2022 

Meeting in HYBRID Session 

Florence  Civic Center 

Click on these links the latest information: 

           HOTEL Information              DINING Guide 

Important Dates: 
 Late January: Registration and Conference schedule information available 
 March 1: Pre-Conference Packet Reports due to Annual Conference Secretary 
 April 8: Registration Packet Reports due to Annual Conference Secretary. 

https://www.umcsc.org/wp-content/uploads/AC2022-Hotels.pdf
https://www.florencecenter.com/businesses/area-resturants

