
Tuesday Morning continued… !
The Conference held the Service of Recognition for Retiring Ministers and the “Passing 
of the Mantle.” !
The following pastors are retiring at this Annual Conference: Joseph Abram Jr., David 
Arthur Brown, Joanne Elizabeth Brown, Barry Webb Cannon, Brenda Isaacs Curtis, 
Joseph Lynn Curtis, Edmond Daniel, Melvin Wilbur Flail Jr., Yu Fong Chong, Patricia 
Ann Gannaway, Franklin Rayfield Garrett, Clara Martin Gary, Daniel McKay Hall, Lois 
Jean Helms, Kathryn O’Shields Hunger, James Campbell Hunter, Richard Hays Knight, 
Young in Lee, Joanne Lockard-Hawkins, Randall Aaybe Madsen, Linda Joyce McNatt, 
Paul Cantwell Mitchell, Colin Alfred Moore, Freddie Wells Parker, Larry Randall Parker 
Sr., Lewis Carroll Pope Jr., David Eugene Reed, Marsha Rhodes Roberts, Francis Lee 
Roper, Marguerite Kempe Shepard, Calvin Lee Smith, David Stamon Smith, Ray King 
Smith, Nelson Lawton Stokes Jr., Randy Mark Taylor, Betty Susan Ulmer, Lillian Hymes 
Washington, Joseph Alva Wilson II, and Carol Peppers Wray. 
Retired pastor, Rev. Melvin Flail, Jr. passes the mantle of service to the newly ordained 
Rev. Laura Allen Kerlin. !
Tuesday Afternoon – The Third Day !
The business session resumed for the afternoon, opening with song.  !
The Reverend Cathy Carr made a motion that the time for voting be changed to 45 
seconds.  The motion was seconded but failed on a vote of the body. !
The laity participated in their eighth ballot and no one was elected.  The clergy 
participated in their eighth ballot - the Reverend Tiffany Knowlin was elected. !
The Reverend Ken Owen and the Reverend Sara White and their team provided the 
Congregational Development report.  As a point of personal privilege, they greeted Alice 
Quarrels who is at home recovering. They commended the District Committee for their 
work.  Reverend White referred the conference to the table in the concourse of the Civic 
Center to meet Mrs. Laura Hill and to learn more about Congregational Development.  
Why is one group able to catch hold to the fire and more forward, while another 
congregation cannot?  It is the work of the Holy Spirit.  This year, we are $30,000 ahead 
of where we were last year.  These funds are meaningful to local churches!!  Last year 9 
projects were started, 3 were new church starts.  The Reverend Daniel Burbage 
provided information about St. Andrews by the Sea, a new church start in Bluffton, SC.  
The church began as a movement to express the manifold grace of God. The church was a 
stranger to a lot of people in the community.  After 3 years, 70% of the congregation is 
new members.   The church is focused on mission – not just worship.  He reminded us of 
the saying:  Comfort the afflicted; afflict the comforted. Our mission is to be a movement 



and not a place. The Reverend Randy Madsen shared the story of Grace Community 
Church, a new church start in Fort Mill, SC. He challenged us to focus on the Solid Rock 
and not on Solid Waste! God is in the business of calling together the most unlikely 
people and making the impossible possible!  God habitually breaks the impossibility 
barrier!  This is what tells us why it is God calls us to be the church. Every church is new 
all the time.  The Reverend Tiffany Knowlin spoke about College Place UMC and her 
experience with her congregation.  Diversity is not a liability she said.  They have created 
a new vision statement – to be on fire for God!  Welcoming all to come as you are.  They 
created a road map, leveraging a model used by Grace Church.  A team from her church 
drove to Florida to listen to Rev. Jorge Acevedo and his leadership team share their story  
of Grace’s model for ministry.  They learned that they had to add to what they were 
doing!  They are exploring the creation of a contemporary worship experience, as well as 
engaging those who are in recovery. College place will not be guilty of not trying!   !
Mr. Herman Lightsey provided the United Methodist Men report.  He showed a video 
wherein Bishop Holston extended thanks to the UMM in SC.  They are the #1 UMM 
unit!  Herman showed the award that was presented to him on behalf of the UMM. He 
asked if the Annual Conference would display the award and a drawing entitled “The 
Journeys of the Messiah” in the Conference Center. !
Dr. James Salley, Associate Vice Chancellor for the Africa University provided the 
Africa University Report.  He thanked Bishop Holston and the SC Annual Conference for 
supporting AU with 103% apportionment payments.  He reported that Bishop Holston 
plans to lead a spiritual experience in January 11 – 20, 2016.  He introduced Bishop 
Marcus Matthews who is the Vice Chair of the Board of Directors of Africa University.  
He asked Bishop Holston for a moment of personal privilege so that Bishop Matthews 
could bring greetings.  This request was granted.  Bishop Matthews brought greetings on 
behalf of the faculty and staff of the university, and thanked Dr. Salley for his continued 
work.  Patricia from Zambia a psychology major spoke about her family and thanked the 
conference for the scholarship they afforded her.  The Reverend James Elbert Williams 
and the Reverend Carleathea Benson presented a check from the African American 
Task force in the amount of $7,000. The Africa University choir sang “Kum Ba Yah”.  Dr. 
Salley announced that an annual golf tournament will be held on September 28th.  He also 
encouraged the conference to come out for a concert on Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.  Julian, 
another student, came and provided his testimony about the University.  He thanked the 
conference for their financial support – the dream is alive!  The choir sang to close out 
the report! !!
Bishop Holston called for the ninth clergy ballot.  Ms. Barbara Ware offered the prayer.   
No one was elected. !



Bishop Holston called for the ninth laity ballet.  Reverend Carleathea Benson asked for 
the results of the last ballot so that the conference could see the full number for the 
candidates.  The numbers are not visible on the screen.  Mrs. Martha Thompson was 
elected. !
Bishop Holston called for the tenth clergy ballot.  The Reverend Narcie Jeter was 
elected. !
Bishop Holston called for the tenth laity ballot.  No one was elected. !
At 3:58 p.m. Bishop Holston called for a 15 minute break. !
The session resumed at 4:49 p.m.  !
Mrs. Kay Crowell, the Conference Chancellor advised that a trust clause must be in our 
deeds when we purchase property.  Attorney Kay Crowell recommended that we take the 
Book of Discipline with us when we work with an attorney to purchase property.  All 
churches should have received a letter regarding bond coverage.  After August 15, 2015 
the bond coverage will no longer be available for the conference.   Every church will 
need to include all of the bond coverage that is needed because the secondary coverage 
will not be available.  Local church audits are required (see the UMC Local Church Audit 
guide on the GCFA website).  In the instances where losses have occurred, audits were 
not being done.  There are no exceptions – this applies to every church.  Kay mentioned 
that insurance companies are going to have additional audit requirements – a condition 
precedent means that if you have a loss and have not done an audit that you will have no 
coverage.  Kay concluded her report.  The report was adopted into the record. !
The Reverend Ken Nelson reported that 50 units of blood were collected by the Red 
Cross and 285,000 meals have been prepared thus far for Stop Hunger Now!  !
Rev.  Dr. Jan Love, the Dean of the Candler School of Theology provided her report.  
She began with a video detailing the benefits of a theological education and Candler.  Jan 
advised that the Doctor of Ministry degree is now available.  It is an online program.  She 
spoke on behalf of the 13 other Methodist Seminaries and thanked the annual conference 
for their donations to the Ministerial Education Fund.   !
The session was advised that Nell Eleazer passed away last night.  She was 107 years old.  
The Reverend David Anderson offered a prayer for the family, for the family of Sydney 
Young – a giant in Boy Scouting ministry.   !
Bishop Holston adjourned the afternoon session at 5:10 p.m.  !



Evening worship began at 7:30 p.m. and featured praise and worship led by the Journey 
UMC Praise Team, where the Reverend George Ashford is the pastor, and the Youth 
Praise Team from Columbia Korean UMC where MiYoung Paik is the pastor.  The 
message was preached by the Reverend Jonathan Tompkins who inspired worshippers 
of all ages to be disciples God can use. 


