· Use this litany in your congregation. Prepare those present in advance for a gentle but honest time of confession and praise.

(Hold up a Bible.)
For your Living Word, 0 God, expressed uniquely through the Scriptures; For your call to bring the good news to life by the living of our lives, We thank you, God. 
(Hold up a savings account book.) 
For the times we have trusted in no one but ourselves; For whenever we assume that our money belongs to us; For the ways we have sought security in our financial assets and not in you; Forgive us, O God. 
(Hold up a personal calendar or planner.) 
For the gift of time, when we seek to plan according to your priorities; For when we are surprised by your presence and Word in unexpected places; For quality time with those we love and with all those you love, We thank you, God. 
(Hold up a checkbook.) 
For the way we have claimed to give our hearts to you but have held back our giving, afraid to give ourselves away; For the times we’ve talked of changing our lives but have resisted losing any comfort in our lifestyle; Forgive us, O God. 
(Raise both hands.) 
Hear the Word of new beginnings from God, the giver of life and of every blessing: Our hands are empty. Nothing belongs to us; everything we have and are is a gift from God. This is good news! Our hands are free of whatever things have bound us and weighed us down, free now to receive and to share! God owns and claims us in love and offers us a new beginning, following God’s presence and will. We can begin anew, right now. For this we praise God! 
Prayer 
God of justice and compassion, thank you for every gift of your grace! Guide us to see the gifts in others and in ourselves and to encourage one another to serve all your people. Help us glorify you in all things through Jesus Christ, as stewards of your love. Amen.

