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I had a major computer crash and a great deal of difficulty in finding someone who could fix it. Still a great many files were lost. I apologize for the extreme lateness of this newsletter. I believe now you will have
the materials you will need for the near future.
I plan an extra newsletter in July which will include news from the
five-star missions and a report on what I’m sure will be a wonderful
‘Come Together, Be Together”.
God bless you all.
Jane Jowers
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President
Marlene Spencer

Greetings My Sisters,
As I sit to write this article, I am amazed at my own journey in Christ with United Methodist Women. I once heard
a good friend say, “I never would have made it without you!” I share those same sentiments about the Organization
of United Methodist Women, I never would have made it without you! As God placed that good friend into my life
and allowed her to grow into someone she had not imagined she would become, God has placed me into the Organization of United Methodist Women and I have traveled my journey in Christ along paths I never could have imagined I would have traveled.
When our Executive Team meets quarterly and we share the mission work that is going on in our conference, I see
how God through the Organization of United Methodist Women, has moved not only in my life but in the lives of
our Team members. We learn from each other; we grow together and we seem to see the world and our place in this
universe differently from other groups in which I participate. We, “The Team”, all come from very different backgrounds, experiences, educational levels, and age levels. And yet we seem to be speaking the same language. We
are close to one accord as we see our place, our PURPOSE, our responsibility, in the universe. Much of this has
evolved as we travel our journeys being a part of United Methodist Women.
We have explored and wrestled with topics from poverty, human trafficking, public education, the church and persons with disabilities, immigration, and most recently climate justice and sexuality. Do these sound like topics that
church women should be talking about? Well brace yourself or more important than that, if your United Methodist
Women unit is NOT talking about these things, YOU start the conversation. Start that journey to get involved. You
all can go on a journey, a spiritual journey you never could have imagined and probably never would have made it
without United Methodist Women. And so, I encourage you United Methodist Women members who never leave
your local church and community to take that journey that our Organization offers to you and all who are eager to
grow in ways they can’t even imagine.
The United Methodist Women National Assembly in Columbus, Ohio was awesome and a wonderful growth experience! The 6000 plus women and men in attendance, the BOLD and COURAGEOUS speakers, the music and performers, the dramatizations of young Mary’s life, the workshops, Experience Hall and the exhibits, the special gathering of African American Women, the community gatherings and the fellowship of old and new friends truly exemplified “The Power of Bold”. We felt welcomed, we felt valued, and we felt empowered as we traveled this journey.
We were all filled with the faith, hope and love that moves women to action.
Please join us at our upcoming conference events -- Come Together, Be Together, Mission u, the Legacy Fund
Event and Annual Meeting. You will meet and see women from around the state and find what they are doing, hear
their stories, experience their journeys, and perhaps be moved to extend your path beyond your local church and
community. We invite you to take that BOLD step!
Yours in Christ,

Marlene
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Vice President
Cathy Ford

The South Carolina Conference United Methodist Women 46th Annual Meeting at Central United Methodist Church
in Florence, the Florence District will take place on October 26-27. The United Methodist Women of the Conference Program
Committee, the Florence District and Central United Methodist Church are planning an exciting event. The registration form is
now ready for you to complete. Please find it in this edition of the Mission Echo and on our website.
The Annual Meeting Mission Statement declares this event “a celebration of United Methodist Women in South Carolina and the total program of mission in which we are involved. The Annual Meeting provides an opportunity for members to learn
more about missions, to participate in workshops, to worship and fellowship together and to conduct the necessary business of the
organization as we seek to fulfill our PURPOSE.” We cordially invite you to attend. We encourage you to bring your friends and
family. Y’all come!
The theme is “Hands to Work, Hearts to God”. Our keynote speaker is Rev. Meg Bryce Jiunnies, Minister of Faith
Formation and Discipleship at Central United Methodist Church. Bible Study leader is Rev. Dr. Reginald Lee, Connectional Specialist Florence/Marion Districts. Come hear their motivational messages. It is always a joy to be with local leaders as they share
their talents and gifts.
You will attend one workshop of your choosing on Friday afternoon. Select your first and second choice from nine great offerings.
A Way Forward Conversation = Learn about this important current topic, its history and present status and what it
means for the United Methodist Church of tomorrow. Jackie Hicks, Social Action Mission Coordinator Conference
Ageing Well, Retirement Planning = Get ready for your own retirement with a plan. Learn about living will planning
and all you should consider for a joyful, carefree and well earned retirement.
Climate Justice: What does God Require? = Climate justice focuses on transforming every person into a steward of the
earth's resources. What priorities must we as individuals, as United Methodist Women, as the Church make for climate justice to
happen in our lifetime? Evelyn Fulmore, Spiritual Growth Mission Coordinator Florence District
Domestic Abuse Conversation = Learn about this important UMW national initiative, gain awareness and become informed to help prevent the growth of domestic abuse (Me Too Movement) within our world today.
Limitless Team = Plan and share ideas and strategies to increase participation of young women and youth in UMW.
Gladys Lemon, Membership Nurture and Outreach Conference Mission Coordinator
Mass Incarceration = Learn about this important UMW national initiative. Gain understanding of the prison pipeline and
recognize conditions which have caused our prison populations to increase. Senator Malloy or staff member
Mental Health Issues = Gain an understanding of the many forms of mental illnesses which exist today. Learn of programs and organizations, NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) working to improve this situation and treatments.
Security and Safety in Schools and Churches = Become educated on this growing serious concern. Gain practical
knowledge on how to be safe and secure in public spaces while away from home.
What about Our Money? A Faith Response/Mission u Study = Hear a mini version of our newest Mission u issue
study. Explore how we relate to money within the context of faith. Ann Alexander, Mission u study leader
Lighthouse Ministries, Inc. is a faith based nonprofit providing assistance to Florence County residents in financial crisis. They
offer help with bills, prescription medications, travel assistance, and a variety of programs that target unique local needs. A mini
tour during the registration time is offered. Transportation will be provided. Our Limitless Team is organizing a collection to
support Lighthouse Ministries. Bring canned good, diapers, wipes, travel sized hygiene products, blankets, books (especially for
children)!
Shop the Resource Room for all the newest materials. Greet our five Mission Project Directors. Meet our new leader at Killingsworth. Get up to date on all our projects’ many activities. Saturday, wear a shirt with a UMW logo or your church logo.
Take your photo in our Memory Making Station -- a fun spot to record both new friends and treasured sisters in Christ.
We look forward to this event and seeing your smiling faces, hearing your lovely voices and sharing hugs with all. Thanks be to
God!
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Legacy Fund Update
Much emphasis continues to be placed upon growing our Legacy Fund.
Ladies of the South Carolina Conference are supporting the fund’s growth with great enthusiasm.
We have participated in the “150” jewelry program, purchasing necklaces and Special Mission Recognition pins. Our new beautiful jewelry has contributed $350 to the Legacy Fund.
Our contributions to the March 23rd Day of Giving campaign totaled $2, 337.81. You are awesome!
Those attending the 2018 Spiritual Growth Retreat at Lake Junaluska viewed videos on the Legacy Fund.
A total of $1,269.07 was collected in a cash jar and 43 giving envelopes. More 150 pins were distributed.
This was huge. Thank you all for visiting our display!
South Carolina Conference giving since inception of the Legacy Fund is $24, 323.67. Thanks be to God.
Posted on our national website is the Legacy Fund total of $20,544,247. Thanks to the generosity of our
many faithful members and supporters, the permanent endowment fund is on its way to meeting the $60
million dollar goal set for 2019.
Your Legacy Team has a FUN LEGACY FUNDRAISER planned for September 8th at Grace United
Methodist Church, 410 Harbison Boulevard in Columbia. We will be hosted by the loving United Methodist Women of Grace UMC from 8:30 am to noon. Please see the event poster in this issue of the Mission Echo.
A fabulous concert by The Singing Men of Mount Horeb will be enjoyed by all. Betty Sue Buttermilk,
a Silent Auction, “Change for Change” collection by our young Limitless women and many lively
sponsored activity participants will be part of the fund raising efforts planned for all to enjoy. Activities
will be suitable for all ages and skills including singing hymns, hula hoop, dancing the hokey pokey and
rocking in rocking chairs. Forms for gathering sponsors will be available at Mission u.
Mark your calendars now for participating in this fun morning full of fellowship, refreshments, great music, and joyful activity as we come together to reach a goal of raising $1,869.00 for the Legacy Fund.
SCCUMW Legacy Fund Liaison,
Cathy Ford
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My Dear Methodist Sisters,
What an uplifting event for those who attended the Spiritual Growth Retreat at Lake Junaluska. The weather and
setting were picture perfect. Rev. Fran Elrod fed our soul while our unified singing drew us closer to our Heavenly Father. Many took part in the Mediation room and writing on the shroud. We expressed on this cloth what
kept us from receiving God’s Grace and then through our worship time we erased these obstacle from our lives.
We experienced evening vespers and morning worship at the Cross. Many ventured out on an early morning
spiritual walk while others learned about the importance of our breath and how it helps us focus our thoughts on
hearing God. The prayer boxes were filled and prayed over and even now those prayers are remembered daily.
Out of the fullness of his grace he has blessed us all, giving us one blessing after another. (John 1:16)
Regardless on how wonderful I thought this time together with you was, there certainly were some unplanned
things that came up. No matter how much time you put into something to make everything flow flawlessly, there
is always the chance of the proverbial “ monkey wrench” that attempts (and at times succeeds) to derail all our
efforts. That leads me to the following:.
Surely many had their patience tested due to the long wait at hotel registration. This wait caused some to miss a
wonderful first session led by Rev. Fran Elrod. To those women who were inconvenienced due to the delay of
getting their room keys, an explanation is warranted. Lake Junaluska is growing and with the worldwide recognition of Asheville as a “must see city”, there has been an influx of people discovering Lake Junaluska as a wonderful place to stay while visiting this vibrate area. Lake Junaluska as a Conference and Retreat center has
opened their doors to all. This is a good thing to have many groups come to Junaluska, not only to keep this
beautiful location open and available to the Methodist community but also for the secular groups where perhaps
one or many during their stay may discover God and His boundless grace. But for many of us, it was truly bad
timing that a full group had just checked out Thursday and the staff were not allowing anyone into uncleaned
rooms. I apologize to those who had to stand in line after driving thru heavy traffic and/or long distances. Although I cannot change the policy of any hotel in regards to check in time (4:00 p.m. is industry standard), I will
continue to work with our Spiritual Growth team to make our time together at these retreats a spiritually uplifting
event for all of you.
And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. Romans 8:28
That which has been given freely to us generously, grace, should be given to others by us.
Until we meet again,

Caron Cooper
SCCUMW Spiritual Growth Coordinator
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My First United Methodist Women’s Assembly Trip
What a fantastic opportunity I had to attend Assembly 2018 in Columbus, Ohio. After a long bus ride, I
arrived tired and I settled into bed not really knowing what to expect the next day. In the morning, as I
crossed the breezeway into the Convention Center my senses were overloaded. My eyes saw women in
dress from all around the world and my ears were hearing different dialects from around the globe. With
many international travelers, it afforded me opportunity to ask questions about their countries. I found
myself smiling and greeting all that I passed as I walked to the opening ceremony.
To hear 8000 women sing, celebrating coming together, is a moment I’ll never forget. Surely all who attended felt the power of the Holy Spirit and the love for God and one another. Our theme was “THE
POWER OF BOLD”. And yes, we all must be BOLD, willing to speak for justice, equality, and fairness
for all people.
My two classroom sessions concerned environmental issues. The first class helped me see climate change
through theatre. It was thought-provoking, touching and even humorous at times as groups acted out short
skits. During my second class the Academy Award winning documentary by Charles Ferguson “Time To
Choose” was screened. Often I had to close my tear-filled eyes during overwhelming scenes. Ladies, we
have to be BOLD in our choices to help heal and save our planet for future generations. Consider watching
this film in your local unit. (Available online.)

Our speakers were excellent, the music divine, and the drama over the different sessions about a young
Mary’s coming to terms with pregnancy was entertaining and moving. To hear a Nobel Peace Prize recipient speak, left me feeling that I too can make a difference in others’ lives. Maybe not on the same scale,
but I had to be BOLD enough to try to effect change for the good!
There was so much information available in the 150th Journey Experience area. Actors from different eras
told us about their journey and accomplishments. My mom and I made a short video about attending Assembly. There was data available from Mission projects and their locations , UMCOR , the Africa University and a booth giving you guidance on how to broach the sensitive arena of racial issues in America. (Too
many more to list.) Also, there were fair trade products for sale from all around the globe.
We took a group photo. and how wonderful it was to see all of the smiling faces of the SCCUMW.
By the final session I was truly feeling the power of BOLD , and currently I still am feeling BOLD. I’m
spreading the news of what I learned to anyone who will listen. South Carolina United Methodist Women,
let us be BOLD together, through dialogue, with acceptance of our differences, and with the willingness to
change to be in line with Christ’s teachings.
Caron Cooper
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Flo Johnson,
SCCUMW Killingsworth Representative
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