
Course Descriptions from Recent Lay Servants School 
	  

1. Lay Servant Basic Course 
The Basic Course in Lay Servant Ministries is the place to begin! This course is the required 
introductory course for those who are taking their first step in becoming a Lay Servant. It covers a bit 
of the background of the United Methodist Church (UMC), Leadership in the UMC, the various caring 
aspects of the Church, Communication, some history, a bit of Bible study, and a small bit of 
preaching. You will also explore the topics of witnessing, teaching, leading, service, and growing in 
personal faith and personal lifestyle. This introductory course focuses on those who feel called to 
serve in Lay Servant ministries and is an invaluable tool for those who plan to become lay servant. 
Comments from a prior class: “This course gave us clarity. It was a very moving experience.” 
	  

2. Lay Servant for Youth (Basic) 
Designed for the youth of the church, this course recognizes that the youth are full members of the 
church that have gifts and talents to be acknowledged, shared, and honored in service to the United 
Methodist Church. You will learn more about how you are the church of not only the future, but 
TODAY. This class will help you recognize your gifts and talents and how to use them in your own 
daily life and ministry. This class will help you to claim your own unique style of ministry and how to 
play an active part in the life of the church as laity. 
Comments from a prior class: The last class shared their experiences through song. You had to be 
there, but needless to say, they found it to be a meaningful and rewarding class! 
	  

3. United Methodist Heritage…………Living Our Beliefs 
This advanced course explores the United Methodist story from John Wesley’s time through today. 
You will learn about the Wesley brothers – John and Charles – the United Methodist movement in 
America, and how to share our faith heritage with others. This course will give you information to use 
in daily life in explaining to your neighbors what it means to be a United Methodist. You will learn 
more about what makes United Methodists distinctive and why. You will also learn how God is calling 
us to mission and witness today and try to discern where God is leading us in the days to come. The 
past is the key to moving us into the future. 
Comments from a prior class: “This class reinforced our knowledge. This course helped me to learn 
more about the history. This contained just the facts I needed and I also learned how to use hymns in 
new ways.” 
	  

4. Grief Rite: Moving From Mourning to Ministering 
This new advanced course was designed to equip those who will be working with individuals 
experiencing grief. It includes Biblical principles and study, activities, dealing with emotions, sharing 
grief, writing, and discussion. You will explore the emotion of grieving through Bible study, the time to 
grieve, seeking refuge in grief, grieving well, and ministering to others using Jesus as our model for 
grief. This unique study was designed and written by two South Carolina women who are Christian 
Life Coaches that have spent the past few years motivating others to learn and follow God’s purpose 
for their lives and bringing hope and healing to Christians who have experienced difficult life events. 
Comments from a prior class: “The discussion and sharing were very helpful. This class helped me to 
learn more about prayer and also how to better use resources.” 
	  

5. Understanding Men’s Ministries (Transform men into disciples in your church) 
The purpose of this advanced course is designed to help Men and Women plan or start a ministry to 
the men in their church. Material for the course include: NO MAN LEFT BEHIND textbook and a 
Student workbook. 
Comments from prior class:  “The class energized me to return to my church and begin a dialogue 
concerning the importance of expanding opportunities for men to engage in more ministries” 

 
6. Lay Speakers’ Introduction to The Book of Discipline 



This advanced course will help you to better understand the Biblical basis of the United Methodist 
Church’s “book of law.” You will learn about the 200+ years of history of General Conferences that 
now form the United Methodist Church. You will study the Book of Discipline as the means of setting 
forth the laws, plan, polity, and process by which Methodists govern themselves. You will talk about 
the theological basis of the United Methodist Church in the Bible and the social principles that we hold 
dear. The course provides opportunities to examine those social principles and the practical 
application of church law, which governs our local churches historically, today, and for the future. 
Comments from prior class:  The class made me more aware of the laws, plan, polity, and process by 
which the church operates.”  
	  

7. Lay Speakers Grow Spiritually Through Daily Discipline 
Participants in this advanced course are guided in discerning God’s direction for their lives, practicing 
daily discipline and reaching out in love. This course allows for more careful exploration of John’s 
Wesley’s “means of grace:” prayer, scripture, the Lord’s Supper, fasting, and mission. 
Comments from prior class:  “I learned about the daily disciplines as outlined by John Wesley and the 
importance of incorporating them into my life as a means of strengthening my walk with God.” 
	  

8. Lay Speakers Are Servant Leaders 
This is an advanced course designed to study and discuss various aspects of servant leadership and 
their practical application in the local congregation. This course will also help you to explore the types 
of power that occur between leaders and followers and handling the potential for conflict that can 
occur. Expect to learn how to develop yourself as a servant leader by: understanding better and 
different ways of leading, gaining insights into how you personally lead, increasing your capacity to 
appreciate and deal with our differences, increasing your ability to understand and handle conflict, 
and acquiring tools and strategies for being a servant leader that you can use in your congregation, 
community, and other arenas for service. 
Comments from prior class:  “This class enhanced my knowledge of how one becomes a more effective 
servant leader and strategies for utilizing leadership application in my local church.” 
	  

9. Lay Speakers Preach 
This advanced course will provide valuable assistance to you as a lay speaker in the art of sermon 
writing and delivery. You will learn more about using the lectionary, developing a congregation profile, 
and exploring your call to preach. You will look at how to research topics, interpret scripture, and 
prepare insightful and inspiring sermons. Various texts have been used, but all deal with developing 
and delivering a message in a confident and compelling manner. You will also learn about connecting 
with the congregation/audience and adding to your “heart-felt” life. 
Comments from prior class:  “The instructor was excellent!  We learned how to prepare relevant 
messages and evaluate various delivery strategies. 
	  
	  


